
12th PreAP Language Arts: 
Citizens of the World

Collaborative Team: Mr. Owen, Ms. Rubio, Mr. Smith, Ms. YorkJu
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Welcome!
This course emphasizes reading, writing, speaking, listening, and thinking skills 
to help students become citizens of the world. We will read fiction and nonfiction, 

and students will respond to literary works, articles, essays, poetry, and videos 
through writing that reflects organization, analysis, and style. Your role as a 

student is to engage with the texts and think about the ways in which they inspire 
you to be a life-long, critical, and conscious citizens of the world.

Units of Study:
The Search for Self in a Mad, Mad World: 

How much of yourself is it okay to compromise 
in order to achieve a goal?

1. Students will comprehend and paraphrase complex 
(Elizabethan) text.  

2. Students will compare and contrast the Hamlet text
 to performances/film and adaptations. 

3. Students will interpret and adapt a canon text (Hamlet/Shakespeare) 
drawing from the self and/or world. 

(Anchor text - Hamlet, Cambridge edition, William 
Shakespeare, drama)

Summative Assessment: Soliloquy 
Adaptation or interpretation. 

The Search for Meaning in American Justice: 
What is the danger of a single story and how 

do we read and act critically to recognize 
individuals as intersectional?

1. Students will write an argumentative precis containing the 
four formulaic elements. 

2. Students will demonstrate individualistic and collective 
understanding of Just Mercy using interactive journals for 

nonfiction signpost responses (non-fiction analysis questions), 
in-class prompts, briefing notes in firms. 

3. Students will create a project-based-learning response to 
criminal justice and Just Mercy. 

(Anchor text - Just Mercy, Bryan Stevenson, 
non-fiction)

Summative Assessment: Project-based-
learning response to criminal justice and 

Just Mercy that examines aspects of justice, 
mercy, trauma, victim/perpetrator, and the 

criminal justice system.

We 
LOVE 

Book Love

Book Love occurs 
every day for 10-12 

minutes. During 
this time we will 
READ for fun, 
conduct book 

conferences, and 
explore our texts in 

relation to class 
discussion.
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The Search for our Origins: What is the 
importance of the hero’s journey in your life?

1. Students will annotate a full text to develop understanding of 
themes, symbols, motifs, and other figurative language. 

2. Students will demonstrate individualistic and collective 
understanding of Song of Solomon through chapter analysis 

quizzes, class discussion, and socratic seminars. 

(Anchor text - Song of Solomon, Toni Morrison, fiction)

Summative Assessment: Test, Annotations, 
and Hero's Journey project

The Search for Identity: How do we become 
culturally and critically engaged citizens?

Students will compile a portfolio that engages with the class 
theme: Citizen of the World. 

What is and will be  your impact? 

(Writing focus on narrative poetry)

Summative Assessment: Narrative Portfolio

Hamlet, Just Mercy, and Song of Solomon are 
available for purchase on Amazon, in local 

bookstores, and can be found at the library. Each 
student will be responsible for procuring a copy of 
the texts we will read in this class. Because this is a 
PreAP class, designed to prepare you for college, 
we expect you to annotate and take notes in your 
book. If this is a problem, please see your teacher 

BEFORE the unit begins to work out a plan.

Classroom Assessments (daily assignments, homework, quizzes, etc.)     25%
Summative Assessments (tests, projects, essays, timed writings, etc.)     35%
District Assessment Final (9 weeks)                                            10%
Performance Final - Hamlet Soliloquy (9 weeks)                                           10%
District Assessment Final 2 (18 weeks)                                            5%
Local Final Exam -  Song of Solomon Test (18 weeks)                                    5%
Performance Final 2 - Hero's Journey Project (18 weeks)                       10%
 
Overall Grading Scale:  A = 90-100 B = 80-89 C = 74-79 D = 70-73 F = Below 70

Grade Composition:

“The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams.” - Eleanor Roosevelt
Work hard to achieve your dreams and make the most of this last year of high school! Shine on!

1. Be a citizen of the world, engaged in class.
2. Be on time and prepared as an active 
learner (writing utensil, paper, books, etc.). 
3. No restroom passes- 4 minute fellowship 
occurs mid class (this is the time to use your 
phone, restroom, vending machines, etc.).
4. Have integrity and do not embarrass 
yourself or your family.
5. Strive for your best; never settle for 
mediocrity.

Class Expectations:


